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The event was live streamed on Facebook, 
reaching a total of 1,721 individuals. Following 
the conclusion of the event, highlights from 
the colloquium were shared on multiple social 
media platforms, including Facebook, 
Instagram, and LinkedIn. The colloquium 
directly and indirectly reached more than 
3000+ people. The stats of the social media 
posts of the National Colloquium are as 
follows:
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In closing remark, Aanand Mishra, Founder and President of 
CREASION thanked everyone for participating in the 
colloquium. He highlighted that the government and plastic 
manufacturers are not to be blamed for the current issue of 
plastic waste litter in river and roadside. The plastic 
producers (FMCG) produce items wrapped in MLPs based on 
market demand thus, it is the take-make-waste lifestyle that 
pushes MLPs production. Similarly, a ban on plastic bags 
below 40 microns has been implemented by the government 
several times, but it has not been effective due to consumer 
behavior. Plastics can be found from Terai to the Himalayan 
region. CREASION conducted a Mountain Cleanup Campaign 
on May 2023 in the Everest region where 35.78 Tons of plastic 
waste was recovered.

Our education system needs reformation to adapt to drastically changing plastic landscape along 
with raising awareness for behavioral change. There are several issues such as data discrepancy 
but the presence of all relevant stakeholders (academia, plastic manufacturer, governmental 
agencies, CSOs) in the colloquium represents a coalition and this should be continued. So that we 
can leave our future generation a better world where plastics are not part of the problem. This 
coalition should not be limited to a particular Environmental Day and similar to 2023s theme ‘Beat 
Plastic Pollution’, he pointed that we should all work together in this cause.
He put forward the need to promote and incentivize plastic recycling industries and touched on Dr. 
Rameshwar Adhikari’s statement of under utilising our manpower, researchers and technical 
experts. He focused on the need for collaboration with innovative minds, academia, researchers, 
governments, revenue department and all stakeholders on solutions to plastic pollution and put 
forward his interest in conducting Nepal’s first plastic conference. 
Plastic is a need and necessity of today's world and putting a ban is not the effective solution. He 
emphasized on moving toward a solution by developing a resolution by through Nepal’s First Plastic 
Recycling Conference. He stressed that this half day colloquium is not enough for addressing all the 
issues and solutions. He put forth Nepal's First Plastic Recycling Conference as a resolution from 
this event. By putting forward the resolution he invited all the government stakeholders, academia, 
revenue department, innovators and incubators, international researchers, and activist to be a part 
and develop a road map for plastic recycling in Nepal which will be handed over to the Ministry of 
Forest and Environment, Ministry of Federal Affairs and General Administration, and Ministry of 
Urban Development for implementation.
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A national level research is required to understand the plastic consumption, plastic waste 
generation and plastic waste leakage which will be important in informing policies to mitigate the 
challenge of plastic waste.
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National Level Research on Plastic Waste: 

The government-imposed ban on import, export and sales of plastics smaller than 20 x 35 inches 
and below 40 microns based on Environment Protection Act, 2019 (Act 9, sub act 15). The ban was 
previously imposed in 2015 and then again in 2021. However, lack of strategy to enforce or 
implement the ban has emerged as one of the most prominent bottlenecks. The very first step 
towards plastic waste management and recycling is reducing the single-use plastic. Majority of the 
nations around the globe have imposed ban on SUP which is hard to recycle including India in 2022, 
Bangladesh in 2021, and European Union in 2021.

Development of a strategy to effectively implement the ban on Single use 
Plastic (SuPs) below 40 Micron: 

A comprehensive way of dealing with plastic waste management is involvement of all stakeholders 
(recyclers, academicians, governmental representative, activists, FNCCI, CNI) in the formation of a 
national taskforce to develop a roadmap for plastic waste management and reduction. The 
roadmap includes sustainable financing, plastic alternatives, innovations and technologies that 
support plastic recycling. The roadmap provides areas of investment in the development and 
expansion of waste collection infrastructure, including efficient waste management systems, 
recycling centers, and collection points. Establish a well-coordinated network of collection facilities 
across urban and rural areas to ensure widespread access to recycling services. Encourage 
collaborations between the government, private sector, and non-governmental organizations to 
enhance plastic waste recycling efforts. Foster partnerships to develop and fund recycling 
initiatives, technology advancements, and capacity building programs. Extended Producers 
Responsibility, a major component of polluters pay mechanism also should be introduced by the 
taskforce as a mean to reduce plastic pollution which Nepal has also abided in the plastic pollution 
treaty.

Formation of national taskforce to develop roadmap for plastic sustainability(EPR):

Recycling standards, rules, and certification should be developed with the help of the government, 
the Nepal Food Scientists and Technologists Association (NEFOSTA), and recyclers to promote the 
circulation of plastics throughout the nation. A standard or guideline guarantees that producers 
will set up a system to certify goods created in conformity with the standards. Promoting and 
supporting certification of recycled plastic builds confidence in its production from recycled 
materials. Certification ensures quality and traceability of recycled plastics, creating a robust 
market framework for waste sorters, compounders/recyclers, and manufacturers/producers. It 
also promotes transparent communication throughout the value chain. This will provide a 
complete end-to-end recycling solution for plastic waste. 

Development of recycling standards/ guidelines/certification

One of the major barriers to recycling is low demand for recycled products which stems directly 
from low price difference with virgin plastics. To even the playing field, the government should levy 
additional taxes for virgin plastics. Additional tax will help limit the imports of virgin plastics and 
boost the recycling industry. This will encourage plastic manufacturers to use recycled pellets for 
manufacturing plastic articles. 

Provision of taxation on virgin plastics
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